BY 47-26% MARGIN, PEOPLE CALL FOR
MULTI-GAME SERIES IN MLB’S WILD CARD ROUND
S. Orange NJ, September 27, 2018 -- With Major League Baseball’s post-season
play beginning on Tuesday, a wide margin believes that the Wild Card round
should be more than a single elimination game. By a margin of 47%-26%, public
opinion favors a multi-game series.
That was the finding of a Seton Hall Sports Poll conducted this week among 780
Americans on land lines and cellphones, with a margin of error of +/- 3.6%. The
Seton Hall Sports Poll is conducted by the Stillman School of Business and its
Sharkey Institute. Rick Gentile is the director.
57% believe large market teams have an advantage over smaller market teams
in advancing to the post season, with only 13% saying they do not.
Asked about the institution of a limit on mound visits during a game, 23% said it
resulted in improved pace of play, with 21% stating it did not. 55% had no
opinion or did not know.
“The call for added games in the wild card round may be influenced by having
the Yankees and Dodgers (the two biggest markets) both potentially playing a
one-and-done game,” noted Gentile. “Admittedly, added games pushes the postseason deeper into November, and that could present a problem for MLB, the
Players Association and the networks.”
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About the poll:
This poll was conducted by telephone September 24-26 among 780 adults in the United States.
The Seton Hall Sports Poll is conducted by the Sharkey Institute.
Phone numbers were dialed from samples of both standard landline and cell phones. The error
due to sampling for results based on the entire sample could be plus or minus 3.7 percentage
points. The error for subgroups may be higher. This poll release conforms to the Standards of
Disclosure of the National Council on Public Polls.
The Seton Hall Sports Poll has been conducted regularly since 2006.
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The results:
1- Do you think rules changes in baseball like limiting trips to the pitcher’s mound have
resulted in improved pace of play?
1-Yes
2- No
3- Don’t know/No opinion

23%
21
55

2- Do you think big market baseball teams have an advantage over smaller market teams
in advancing to the post-season?
1-Yes
2-No
3-Don’t know/No opinion

57
13
30

3- Do you think a one-game playoff between the Wild Card winners is fair or should it be
multiple games?
1-Fair
2-Multiple games
3-Don’t know/No opinion

26
47
27

