75% OF THOSE WHO HAVE SAMPLED THE NEW XFL
FIND IT MORE INTERESTING OR ABOUT THE SAME AS THE NFL

South Orange, NJ - February 28, 2020 -- As football fans begin to test the new XFL, now three
weeks old, 27 percent of those who have watched at least part of a game say they find it more
interesting than a typical NFL broadcast, and 48 percent find it just as interesting. Twenty-four
percent say it is less interesting.
While only 26 percent of respondents said they had seem some part of a game during its three
weeks on the air, those who saw it liked what they saw.
This was the finding of a Seton Hall Sports Poll conducted this week across the country among
693 adults on landlines and cellphones. The Poll has a margin of error of +/- 3.8 percent.
“It’s early, but that’s terrific news for the XFL,” noted Rick Gentile, director of the Seton Hall
Sports Poll, which is sponsored by the Sharkey Institute within the Stillman School of Business.
“The NFL is a beloved American institution. That 75 percent of those who have sampled the XFL
find it just as interesting of more so has got to bring big smiles to the XFL founders.”
This was the finding of a Seton Hall Sports Poll conducted this week across the country among
693 adults on landlines and cellphones. The Poll has a margin of error of +/- 3.8 percent.
The Poll also asked whether people were in favor of extending the NFL season from 16 to 17
games (while reducing the pre-season games to three from four). Thirty-one percent said they
were for the extended schedule because it meant more football, 24 percent were opposed
because they were fine with things the way they were, and 28 percent were against it because
of the greater risk of injury to the players.
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About the poll:
This poll was conducted by telephone February 24-26 among adults in the United States. The Seton Hall
Sports Poll is conducted by the Sharkey Institute within the Stillman School of Business. Phone numbers
were dialed from samples of both standard landline and cell phones. The error for subgroups may be
higher. This poll release conforms to the Standards of Disclosure of the National Council on Public Polls.
The Seton Hall Sports Poll has been conducted regularly since 2006.Recently chosen for inclusion in iPoll
by Cornell’s Roper Center for Public Opinion Research, its findings have been published everywhere
from USA Today, ESPN, The New York Times, Washington Post, AP, and Reuters to Fox News and most
points in between.
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The results:

1. The NFL has suggested making some dramatic changes to its regular season schedule. The season
would be extended to 17 games, reducing the pre-season games to 3 for each team. Which of the
following do you most agree with:
1 - I’m for it because it’s more football
2 - I’m against it because things were fine the way they were
3 - I’m against it because an additional game means
additional risk of injury for players
4- Don’t Know/No Opinion

31
24
28
17

2. Have you watched any part of an XFL game during the first 3 weeks of the inaugural season?
1 - Yes
2 - No
3 - Don’t know

26
72
3

IF YES TO ABOVE
3. Do you think the XFL broadcast presentation is more interesting than a typical NFL broadcast, less
interesting or about the same?
1 - More interesting
2 - Less interesting
3 - About the same
4 - Don’t know/No opinion

27
24
48
1

