EVEN IN 'YEAR OF WOMEN RUNNING FOR OFFICE,' AMERICANS SAY WOMEN
ATHLETES PREFERABLE TO POLITICIANS
S. Orange, NJ, November 1, 2018 -- Even in a year filled with stories of women running for elected office
more than ever before, Americans prefer women athletes as role models over women politicians by
substantial margins, according to a poll conducted this week by the Seton Hall Sports Poll.
Asked who would make a preferable role model, the poll found that by more than a 2-1 margin, (54-24%)
people said a professional or collegiate woman athlete over a female politician, and to the question, "if
you had a daughter, would you prefer a career in politics or athletics," 45% said athletics to 29%
politics. The responses were generally consistent among men and women, with men saying athletics by
44-31% and women saying athletics by 45-27%.
Still, the importance of women seeking elected office was not overlooked. Asked if they would be more
likely to watch a women's athletic event or vote for a woman for Congress - 32% said vote, 7% said watch
an athletic event, and 49% said equally likely.
The poll was conducted October 29-31 among 839 adults across the country, on landline and cellphone,
with a margin of error of +/- 3.4%.
"Despite the media coverage of the number of women running, untarnished by years in office, the very
idea of politicians as role models or politics as a career is not viewed favorably compared to athletics,"
noted Rick Gentile, director of the poll, which is sponsored by the Sharkey Institute. "And given a choice
of 'neither', only 14% opted for that, a surprisingly low number, given that the two field are relatively new
career paths."
The poll also asked which women's sports people were likely to watch, with tennis (33%), basketball
(26%) and soccer (16%) leading the way.
Asked if they thought women have an equal opportunity to receive a college scholarship for athletics as
men, respondents say yes by a slim 46-43% margin, but asked if women SHOULD have an equal
opportunity, an overwhelming 95% said yes.
The Official Seton Hall Sports Poll podcast discussing this topic with Seth Everett and Rick Gentile can be
found at https://itunes.apple.com/mt/podcast/seton-hall-sports-poll/id1053266467.
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The results:
1. Are you more likely to watch a professional women’s athletic event or vote for a women for congress or
are they equally likely?
1 - Watch an athletic event: 7%
2 - Vote for a woman for congress: 32%
3 – Equally likely: 49%
4 - Don’t know/No opinion: 11%
2. How often do you watch women’s sporting events, frequently, occasionally, rarely or never?
1 – Frequently: 8%
2 – Occasionally: 33%
3 – Rarely: 33%
4 – Never: 26%
5 - Don’t know: 1%
(SKIP IF NEVER)
3. Which women’s sporting event are you more likely to watch: Tennis, golf, basketball, soccer or ice
hockey?

(ONLY READ FOUR CHOICES BUT RECORD IF OTHER OR NONE)
1 – Tennis: 33%
2 – Golf: 8%
3 – Basketball: 26%
4 – Soccer: 16%
5 - Ice Hockey: 6%
6 – Other: 9%
7 – None: 1%
8 - Don’t know/No opinion: 1%
4. Whom do you think makes a better role model, a professional female athlete, a collegiate female
athlete or a female politician?
1 - Professional athlete: 28%
2 - Collegiate athlete: 24%
3 – Politician: 26%
4 - Don’t know/No opinion: 22%
5. If you had a daughter would you prefer she pursues a career in politics or athletics?
1 – Politics: 29%
2 – Athletics: 45%
3 – Neither: 14%
4 - Don’t know/No opinion: 12%
6. Do you think women have an equal opportunity to receive a college scholarship for athletics as men?
1 – Yes: 46%
2 – No: 43%
3 - Don’t know/No opinion 11%
7. Do you think women SHOULD have an equal opportunity to receive a college scholarship for athletics
as men?
1 – Yes: 95%
2 – No: 3%
3 - Don’t know/No opinion: 2%
8. How closely would you say you follow sports, very closely, closely, not closely or not at all?
1 - Very closely: 17%
2 – Closely: 29%
3 - Not closely: 37%
4 - Not at all: 16%

