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Thirteenth Annual Essay Competition for Middle School & High 

School Students 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE  

A link to stream the documentary Sister Rose’s Passion has been sent to 

every New Jersey public middle school and high school, private school and 

religious school. Teachers of students in grades 7–12 are asked to show the 

30-minute film to their classes and announce the competition.  

After they have watched the film, students will write essays of up to 500 

words in length addressing this year’s theme and answering one or more of 

the suggested questions below. The essay competition provides a great 

opportunity to provide education in keeping with the New Jersey Mandate for 

Genocide and Holocaust Education. 

COMPETITION GUIDELINES 

Theme: Searching for Answers and Seeking Social Justice 

Through her words and actions, Sister Rose Thering demonstrated the 

personal qualities of persistence, inquiry and a determination to rig 

ht social injustice. 

In your own words and actions during the past few years, how have you 

shown the qualities of persistence and inquiry to right social injustice. What 

actions have you taken to help your family, friends and community? How 

have you spoken, or acted, to assure the defeat of injustice? How has Sister 

Rose inspired you to challenge ignorance, bigotry and prejudice? Your 

curiosity, persistence and desire for social justice empower you to make the 

future better for all people; this year’s essay competition provides an 

opportunity to demonstrate how you have made a positive difference in the 

world and will continue to do so in the future. 

The mission of the Sister Rose Thering Fund for Education in Jewish-

Christian Studies is to advance the legacy of Sister Rose Thering by fostering 

understanding and cooperation among Jews, Christians and people of other 

religious traditions through advocacy and education. To this end, we are 

committed to absorbing the lessons of both the Holocaust and other acts of 

religious prejudice, teaching them through the educators who receive our 

scholarship aid.  

mailto:srtf@shu.edu
http://www.shu.edu/sisterrose
http://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/about_us/mandate.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/about_us/mandate.html
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Sister Rose Thering believed in standing up to injustice. Rooting out anti-

Semitism and religious prejudice became her passion and her life’s work. 

Sister Rose was determined to do all she could to ensure that the horrors of 

the Holocaust would never be repeated, and the atrocity never forgotten. 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS  

1. Ten (10) essays per grade level per school, “maximum forty (40) 

essays per school.” If a school submits more than ten (10) essays for 

a given grade level, the essays from that school’s grade level will be 

ineligible for consideration in the 2022 Essay Competition.  

2. Only classroom teachers can submit essays. Individual student 

submissions will not be considered for judging.  

3. There are three ways to submit essays:  

a. Preferred method: register and upload essays at 

www.shu.edu/SRTFEssay  

b. Via e-mail to srtf@shu.edu 

c. Hardcopy (must include essay, application and permission forms for 

each entry) mailed to  

 

Sister Rose Thering Fund Essay Competition Seton Hall 

University 400 South Orange Ave. South Orange, NJ 07079 

 

4. Submissions are due by Friday, February 1, 2023. The application 

and release forms must accompany all submissions.  

 

FORMAT REQUIREMENTS  

 

1. All submissions must be typed in MLA 8 format, double spaced, in 

Times New Roman 12 pt. font, with a header, listing the following:  

 

Student’s full name     Example: Joanne Anderson  

 

Teacher’s Name      Mrs. Hunter  

High School Name     Northeast High School  

Grade level (7, 8, 9,10,11 or 12)   Grade 9  

 

 

mailto:srtf@shu.edu
http://www.shu.edu/sisterrose
http://www.shu.edu/SRTFEssay
mailto:srtf@shu.edu
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2. Page number must be inserted 0.5 inches down from top of the page, 

on right, giving student’s last name and page number; for example: 

Anderson 1  

 

3. The length of the essay must not exceed five hundred (500) words.  

4. Give the essay an original title. Center the title two spaces below the 

header; for example:  

 

Joanne Anderson       Anderson 1  

Mrs. Hunter  

Northeast High School 

Grade 9 

 

Searching for Answers and Seeking Social Justice 

 

FORMS  

1. Complete the Student Essay Competition Application (page 4)  

2. Complete the Student Release Form (page 5)  

3. Return essay and two forms to the classroom teacher by the school’s 

requested deadline  

 

JUDGING CRITERIA  

1. Originality  

2. Relevance to theme and Sister Rose’s message in the documentary  

3. Grammar, spelling and punctuation  

4. Must mention Sister Rose 

 

 Essays will be judged according to student’s grade level 

 

WINNER SELECTION AND NOTIFICATION  

1. One (1) First Place inner, and one (1) Honorable Mention award will be 

given for each grade level.  

2. First place winners will receive a certificate and a small monetary 

award. Honorable mention winners will receive a certificate from the 

Sister Rose Thering Fund.  

3. Notification letters to winners will be sent out by March 8, 2023.  

mailto:srtf@shu.edu
http://www.shu.edu/sisterrose
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4. Winners are expected to attend the Celebration of Education 

Celebration, at Seton Hall University on Sunday, April 16, 2023; the  

 

5. families and teachers of winners are also invited to attend. All RSVPs 

should be sent in by March 15, 2023  

 

All essays will be kept on file in the office of the Sister Rose Thering Fund, at 

Seton Hall University, and will not be returned to students. 

 

Thank you for participating.  

Best wishes to your school and students! 
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